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COUNCIL ISSUES CRDERS ON AGRICULTURAL,
FAMINE, AND SECURITY MaTTERS

The failure of mary landlords to reduce rents last season , or to refund the ex-
cess rents collected, and the famine conditions in the area are prermitting antipro-
gressive elements and special agents of the KMI' to take advantage of the difficult
conditions. They are stirring up oppositicn to the people's government authorities

. and even fomentirg eriwed rebellion. Ir view of this situation , the Central and South
China Military and Politicel Council has issued a set of regulations for emeliorating
and correcting the situation.

1. The military and the psopl:s should take immediate measures to exterminate
bundite and to counteract all the hidden plans of the evil landlords and wealtby far-
mers to disrupt society. All such elements should be dealt with sternly. Those who
display zeal and energy to this end shall be rewarded.

2. To tide cver the spring skortage, and %o relleve the need of the people for
food and seed grain, all local governments and people's organizations should take ad-
vantage of the slack period in agricuitural operatioss to promote the rent- and in-
terest-reduction pregram, as promulgated by the commission, and to discover and rectify
any feilures on this score. The agricultural associetions should insist upon the re-
fund of any rentals collected in excess of the proper amounts. In areas where: the
land-reform program hes Leen begun, it should be pushed to & speedy conclusion.

3. There should be sbtrict prokibitlon of the slaughter of work cattle or du-
struction of farm equipment or buildings by landlords or wealthy farmers. All vio-
lators should be deeli with by law.

4. landlords mey no%, &t wiil , withdraw land from rental to let it 1lie fallow.
land which they are ureble to till shall be released to others and whoever tills it
shall receive the crop. To encourage tillage of virgin and fel »v lands s those who
till them shall have them free of rent and grain tax; 5 years for the virgin land and
3 for fallow land.
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5. To preserve the fruite of labor for those who produce them, when changes
of title occur in the carryirg cut of the land reform &fier crops have been planted,
tillers shall be permitt=d o harvest their crops for the cwrent season as if no
change of title hed occurred. When land s being redistributed, the principle should
be followed of distributing parcels to thoss actually tilling them at the time, tak-
ing from the holdings of tacse whe have too much to provide for those who have too
little.

6. The treedom of borrowarg ané lexdiag shell be preserved with the interest
rate to bz deciied by mutual agresmert cf borrewer and lender. Hiring of agricultural
labor shall nst be interfered with and weges shall be set by agreement of employer and

employes.

T- 1If, after the coliectiorn cf the autum public grain, inequalities are dis-
covered with some folk overhurdeaed and cthers having provided less than they should
or 1f some landlords have falled tc repor% some lands etc. ; lavestigations should be
conducted and the local paople te given opportunity to testify. Those who have con-
tributed too much should receive refunds and those who have comtributed too little
3hould make up the deficit.

8. In femine areas, amtteniion scould e given to increasing production for
self-help as well as for mutusl assistance. Farmers should be encouraged to plant
early in the sesson exd %o plexrt early maturing crops of leafy vegetables and pump-
kins. B8weet pctasoes ghould be carefully profzctsd, Supplementary occupations
should be promoted, euch as water..corsarvaticr projacts, mining, road dbuilding, pub-
1lic grain transport, etc., ia which labor cein he eychenged for relief.

In areas of extreme famine, the emthorities should establish granaries and issue
relief food in & reasopshle msiwmer o enshls the pzople to work and produce. In a
year of distress such as tiis, “he prizeiple of social austerity should be practiced
everywhere and all useless =xmerdiiuss on. ceremenial ohssrvances elimineted. During
vhe pericd from March tacough Auguss, all govermmsny erployees and the militery
should nraciice the saving of cia ~up-e euch day from their rations to be
used for famine relief, on Dla® L0, the militery should unite with the
people ir devising messvres to v @#2% arny Jesths by starvetion and to sse that ull
sraple lard is umed.

To ipsure prompt impiemezuriic: of Tiess provisions, meetings of pecple’s dele-
getes of ail clssszs ghould o= 2 Listues them, decide upon practical messures,
and vote their activellsr.
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